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Welcome
What a difference a year makes. 

Both green and golden harvests

have been completed in near

ideal conditions, a major relief to

us all and helping us to draw a

line under the testing conditions

of 2012, and the impact that had

on many businesses.

The devastating blizzards back in

the Spring however are not forgotten, and the harrowing

images we saw of the hill farmers fighting for their very

survival in appalling conditions will remain with us.

However the ability of British agriculture to come

together and assist those farmers in need sets this

industry apart from most others. The generosity of all

those involved in Forage Aid was invaluable to those

affected by the terrible conditions in the UK and Ireland,

and we should be proud of this.

For us, the highlight has been the CLAAS Centenary and

the opportunity we have had at shows and dealer events

around the UK and Ireland, to meet and thank many of

you for your custom over the years.

Agritechnica will mark the culmination of the 100 years

celebrations and the CLAAS stand in Hall 13 will be the

largest ever, with a very eye catching display to start the

beginning of another celebration – 10 years of CLAAS

tractors in 2014. There will be a range of exciting new

products launched at the Show, all of which will be

central to our future product range, offering you the

potential of greater output and reduced operating cost.

If you are attending Agritechnica, do come and visit us,

otherwise we look forward to welcoming you on to our

stand at LAMMA in January.

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you and your

family a happy and peaceful New Year.

Thank you

Trevor Tyrrell

CEO, CLAAS UK LtdGlobal News

Trevor Tyrrell

CEO, CLAAS UK Ltd

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters
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The winner of this year’s Farmers Weekly Farm Manager of

the Year Award, which is sponsored by CLAAS, is Richard

Price, who manages Lowther Estate’s in-hand farms in

Cumbria.

The in-hand farms account for 1,292ha of the 28,328ha

estate and since his arrival five years ago, Richard has

transformed the farm, creating positive cashflow and

setting the business on a profitable path for the future.

Working to a five to seven year plan, he started by

converting the organic farms back to conventional

production. Over 300ha of arable cropping has been

introduced, the sheep flock has been grown to 5,000 ewes

and changed from Lleyn crosses to Mules, whilst the

poultry and suckler cow enterprises have gone.

In addition, considerable investment has been made in

both infrastructure and machinery to reduce reliance on

contractors, and he has entered into marketing

agreements and looked to work more closely with the

estate’s 90 tenant farmers.

The two other finalists were Richard Smith of Daylesford

Organic Farms and Sion Williams of Bowhill Estate.

Richard Smith manages a full time staff of 13 across a

wide range of enterprises including beef, lamb, dairy,

arable and poultry, plus a market gardening operation

growing 100 different fruits and vegetables, mainly

supplying Daylesford’s farm shop business.

Since being appointed manager of the 3,786ha Bowhill

Estate in the Scottish Borders in 2006, Sion Williams has

overseen changes to make the estate more market

focussed and improve efficiency whilst reducing risk.

Farm Manager of the Year 2013

The three finalists: Sion Williams (second left), Richard Price (third left) and

Richard Smith (third right) with Trevor Tyrrell, Jeremy Wiggins and Richard

Vaughan of CLAAS UK Ltd.

http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013
http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013
http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013
http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013
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The CLAAS website has been given a new look for 2013,

designed to give it an up-to-date fresh appearance, but

one that not only adapts to differing screen sizes but is

also compatible across a wide range of devices, such as

smart phones or tablets.

In this age of social media, the ability to access and share

videos or other information

on sites such as YouTube,

Twitter or Facebook is now

easily done. The contact

centre has also been

redesigned, making it

extremely easy and

straightforward to request

information and download

images or brochures.

The new website can be

found at

www.claas.co.uk

Of the 37 medals awarded by the DLG at this

year’s Agritechnica, CLAAS has won one gold

and six silver medals. The gold medal, which

was one of only four, was awarded to the new

CLAAS online simulator which enables users to be trained

on how to operate a machine online using their PC. Initially

available for combines, the simulator is able to replicate

differing conditions.  The CEBIS terminal, terminal

keyboard and control lever are all operated by dragging

and clicking the mouse.

The Silver medals were awarded for:

• The GRAIN QUALITY CAMERA on the LEXION 770 and

780 (see combine news on pages 8/9)

• Automatic throw direction adjustment for the radial

spreader on the CLAAS LEXION (see combine news on

pages 8/9)

Alongside the redesign of the main CLAAS UK website,

we have also revamped all the dealer websites. Aside

from making them look fresh and clear, a key design

component was to make navigation around each dealer

site as easy as possible and they have also been

customised for use with mobile devices.

A key feature is the new simplified search facility for

Used Machinery. There is also a new facility that enables

you to register. As a registered user, you will

automatically be emailed information on the latest

machine matches as they come in, and in the future there

will be on-line access to your account, a parts finder and

a configurator.

In addition the websites for Combine World, Forager

World, AgMachinery have also all been revamped, and a

new site launched for Approved Used.

www.combineworld.co.uk

www.foragerworld.co.uk

www.agmachinery.co.uk

www.claasapprovedused.co.uk

Central to the CLAAS stand at this year’s Agritechnica will

be a simple knotter, which was developed by August

Claas in 1921, but provided the cornerstone of the

company’s growth and success. Radiating out from this

centre-point will be the development paths that lead to

today’s highly advanced machinery.

Agritechnica will provide the launchpad for a number of

new machines, some of which have already been

announced and others that will be unveiled at the show.

Visit us at Agritechnica

New look websites

Seven Agritechnica medals

General news

• ICT (implement controls tractor) which uses ISOBUS

interface and CRUISE PILOT on the QUADRANT to

automatically control the speed of the tractor

• Automated obstruction removal from the crop flow for

loader and dual-purpose wagons.

• Optimisation of a forced electronic/hydraulic steering

system for trailer axles. This automatically adjusts the

rear-axle steering behaviour relative to forward speed

and monitors the lock angle between the drawbar and

tractor

• The CLAAS AQUA NON STOP Comfort MB fully

automatic knife sharpener, which can automatically

sharpen up to 45 blades at a time according to their

individual contours

➲Weblink

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/
http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013


New XERION range
Drive to the four equal sized wheels is through either an

ECCOM 4.5 or 5.0 CVT transmission. As before, the

Eccom 4.5 transmission provides full power and a

maximum speed of 50kph at a reduced engine speed in

either direction. For those who will mainly just use their

XERION for heavy cultivations, the optional Eccom 5.0

transmission is 500kg lighter, has a reverse speed of just

30kph and has the option of not having a PTO coupling.

Each axle is designed to handle maximum loads of up to

15 tonnes and a total of six different steering modes are

available with a minimum turning circle of just 15.7 metres.

The design of the XERION also ensures that overall road

width is kept to a minimum, measuring just 3.00 wide

when fitted with 710mm tyres.

All the main operating functions are controlled using the

new CMOTION multifunction control lever. This is designed

so that all the main functions are operated using just three

fingers, and also incorporates a hand rest. The operator

has the option of three different driving modes:

Automotive, Cruise Control or E-Gas.

As standard, the XERION has a 195 l/min hydraulic circuit

operating at up to 200 bar, with flow rates of up to 105

l/min available for each spool valve, and up to seven rear

and three front spools can be fitted. If required, a Power

Hydraulic system with a maximum flow rate of 250 l/min at

1650rpm can be fitted for use with equipment such as

swan neck slurry tankers. 

The spacious cab includes numerous connection options,

including ISOBUS and is fully GPS ready. The XERION can

also be specified with CLAAS TELEMATICS enabling full

performance data to be monitored and recorded and is

also ready to work with the new TONI (TELEMATICS On

Implement) and ICT (Implement Controls Tractor) operating

systems.
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For 2014, the XERION range will benefit from new engines

and a number of other updates and changes, including a

new addition to the range, the XERION 4000. This has a

maximum power output of 435hp and will be available in

three versions: TRAC with a fixed centrally positioned cab,

TRAC VC with a rotating cab or SADDLE TRAC which has

a forward mounted cab.

Central to the XERION is the TRAC concept of building the

tractor around a full-frame load bearing chassis from

which the main components are suspended. The four large

equal sized wheels, enable the XERION to put down a

large tyre contact area for minimal wheel-slip and

maximum traction, ensuring optimum efficiency. The

XERION is also the only tractor in this high horsepower

sector to have a 50kph CVT transmission, making it far

more versatile than similar sized articulated or tracked

tractors.

All three XERION models are now powered by TIER 4 final

compliant Mercedes engines that use SCR catalytic

converter technology. The engines develop maximum

torque at between 1450-1500 rpm and remain torque

stable over a wide engine speed range, making them

extremely fuel efficient when used for high traction

applications such as cultivating.

Fuel efficiency is further enhanced by the use of a

hydraulic reversible fan with automatic speed adjustment

based on a number of factors including the coolant

temperature, and the hydraulic or transmission oil

temperature. The engine also features charge-air cooling

using air drawn in from the top of the bonnet, and is

started using a 24-volt on-board supply. And as part of the

design re-style, the exhaust has also been moved to the

right-hand side under the cab.

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/tractors/xerion5000-4000-hrc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axL-F2M6S40


CLAAS has extended its range of CVT CMATIC tractors

with the introduction of a new ARION version which uses a

CLAAS designed and built CVT transmission.

Available on all ARION 600 and 500 models, this means

that CLAAS will now be able to offer a CVT transmission

option on all its tractors from 145hp up to 530hp, giving

CLAAS the broadest range of CVT transmission tractors

on the market.

The ARION CMATIC is fitted with the new EQ200

transmission, which has been designed and built by

CLAAS Industrietechnik based in Paderborn.

As part of the development programme, CLAAS Power

Systems (CPS) assessed the suitability of various CVT

transmissions and how they performed, but found none

that provided the high performance characteristics that

CPS demanded. The decision was therefore made for

CLAAS Industrietechnik to develop a new CVT

transmission specifically for the ARION range that would

provide the performance characteristics required.

The new EQ200 is based around two multi-plate clutches,

a stepped planetary transmission and two wide angle

hydrostatic units from Danfoss Power Solutions. It is the

intelligent interconnection between the mechanical

transmission and the hydrostatic units which gives the

EQ200 its unique characteristics. 

As the tractor accelerates, the two clutch shafts gradually

adjust their speed and eventually align at the moment

when the transmission automatically changes from the

lower to the higher speed ratio. 

As it changes to the higher speed ratio, the characteristics

of the two hydrostatic pumps change, with the unit that

was pumping changing function to being a motor, and the

unit that was the motor becoming a pump.

As a result, this means that as they accelerate, the driver

will not notice any change in drive ratio giving them the

ability to go from 0 to 50km/h without an interruption in

tractive power, combined with high, constant efficiency at

any speed.

The new EQ 200 transmission is the result of a €40 million

investment by CLAAS and demonstrates the company’s

commitment to the future development of the CLAAS

tractor range. The transmission has involved over 80,000

hours of development work, with over 17,000 hours of

testing on a newly developed test rig and a further 15,000

hours of validation on the road and in the field.

In common with all other CLAAS tractors in the CMATIC

range, all ARION CMATIC models feature CEBIS and are

controlled using the latest CMOTION control unit. 

Using CEBIS, the operator can choose between either

Automotive, CMOTION or Manual transmission modes.

There is also the option to set and save up to three cruise

control speeds in both forward and reverse, and the

engine droop can be changed under load over a range

from 5% to 40% in 1% increments.
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CVT for ARION

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0PoCjE0zns
http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013/new-product-developments/arion-cmatic
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYIC2QGZiIk


For 2014, two new models have been added to the

LEXION range - a new entry level APS HYBRID, the

LEXION 740, plus an additional TERRA TRAC version of

the LEXION 750.

The new LEXION 740 is powered by a TIER 4i compliant

6-cylinder C9.3 engine with a maximum power output of

400hp at 1700rpm. In common with the larger LEXION

750, the 740 has a 1420mm wide APS accelerator and

closed threshing drum, feeding into the twin 4.2m long

ROTO PLUS secondary separation system with JET

STREAM cleaning and is suitable for use with cutterbars

up to 9.0 metres wide. 

As standard, the LEXION 740 has a 10,000 litre grain

tank and is controlled using the latest CMOTION multi-

function joystick, with all the main operating settings

monitored using the colour CEBIS II terminal. As with the

rest of the LEXION 700 Hybrid range, a wide range of

options are available, including the advanced CEMOS

and CEMOS AUTOMATIC combine performance

optimisation system.

New Grain
Quality Camera
Other new

developments for

2014 include the

option of a new Grain

Quality Camera for

the LEXION 780 and 770. This uses a high-definition

colour camera mounted in the top of the grain elevator

and image evaluation software to highlight broken or non-

grain constituents, which are then displayed either as a

real-time image or bar diagram on the CEBIS screen.

This information will also be used to extend functionality

and provide additional information to enhance CEMOS

AUTOMATIC and enable the system to automatically

monitor grain quality and further reduce losses.

Automatic Discharge Adjustment
Available for all LEXION models fitted with a radial

spreader, Automatic Discharge Adjustment uses sensors

mounted on the rear light brackets to automatically

monitor changes in the direction and strength of any

crosswind, or variations in slope angle. This information is

then used to automatically adjust the throw of the

spreader. This ensures that an even distribution of straw is

always maintained across the full cutting width and is one

less thing for the operator to have to monitor and adjust.

New LEXION
TT
A new TERRA

TRAC version of

the LEXION 750 is

now available,

fitted with the

latest third

generation TERRA

TRAC units. These feature independent hydro-pneumatic

suspension on the drive wheel which automatically adjust

to ground contours. 
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➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYIC2QGZiIk
http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/current/customer-stories
http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013/new-product-developments/combine-product-developments
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TIER 4f for AVERO 240New TUCANO 420 
CLAAS has also added a new entry level TUCANO to the

range – the TUCANO 420. In common with larger

TUCANO 400 models, the new 5-straw walker TUCANO

420 comes with the 1320mm wide APS primary threshing

system. Designed to remove a greater proportion of easily

threshed grains, this helps boost outputs by up to 20%

compared to conventional single drum machines, leaving

the straw walkers to remove the remaining harder-to-

thresh grain.

The TUCANO 420 features a 7500 litre capacity grain tank

and the high specification VISTA II cab with multi-function

control lever and colour CEBIS control terminal, and is

powered by a TIER 4i 238hp Mercedes SCR engine. The

TUCANO 420 can be used with the full range of CLAAS

cutterbars, including VARIO, up to 6.0 metres, with the

option of AUTO-CONTOUR, TELEMATICS, yield mapping,

Laser Pilot or other GPS steering systems.

The AVERO 240 will be the first CLAAS combine to meet

the advanced TIER 4f exhaust emission standards. To

achieve this, the AVERO 240 has been fitted with a Perkins

1206F engine that uses SCR and EGR with DPF filtration.

The engine develops 205hp at a rated engine speed of

2200rpm, but is more economical than the current 198hp

version. To accommodate the new engine, the AVERO 240

is now fitted with a rotating radiator screen to provide

increased cooling capacity, allied to automatic dust

extraction.

The space above the four straw walkers has also been

increased, allowing the ISS (intensive Separation System)

fingers to be raised by 75mm. This allows for a more

uniform loading of the straw walkers and for long straw to

be more easily handled, so providing increased separation

performance.

As an option, the CLAAS PROFI CAM is also now

available for the AVERO. In all, up to four cameras can be

fitted to the combine, which are viewed using a colour

monitor.

Other specification changes include:

• A rear view camera for the LEXION 700 and 600

integrated into the rear hood with the image displayed

in CEBIS and is engaged automatically when reversing

• For greater adjustment and improved cutterbar ground

following, a new hydraulic top-link is now available for

the feeder housing, with the angle displayed in CEBIS

• A central lubrication system is now available for all

LEXION 600 models, except MONTANA versions

• A new four-wheel-drive axle for LEXION 600 models,

with two hydraulic motors fitted centrally in the rear

axle

New Products

The support rollers are fitted with nitrogen dampers to

further reduce shock loading, so that the track unit

provides greater stability, with improved ride and

cornering, so enabling it to be used at road speeds of

30kph on the LEXION 780, 770, 760, 750 and 670, with

the option of 40kph on the narrow-body LEXION 760.

Variable tyre pressure
A further new option on all LEXION 700 TERRA TRAC

models is an automatic tyre pressure control system for

the rear axle with differing tyre pressures programmed and

set for field and road work using CEBIS.

The tyre pressure level is set using CEBIS and manually

activated using a switch in the cab roof. When road speed

is engaged, the rear tyres automatically inflate to the pre-

set road pressure setting. The ability to reduce the rear

tyre pressure will help enhance the low ground pressure

benefits of the TERRA TRACs.



The new JAGUAR 800 series foragers comprises of four

models with power outputs from 400hp up to 598hp.

Whilst the new JAGUAR 800 adopts a rounded style and a

more spacious VISTA cab, underneath it retains the well

proven direct drive system to all the main components and

the straight crop flow through the forager. This

progressively increases the crop speed from about 4.8

metres/second as it enters the forager to 68

metres/second as it leaves the accelerator.

Central to the setting-up and operation is the latest colour

CEBIS. The function screens are accessed using either the

main rotary switch, or the new HOTKEY, which provides

direct access to pre-selected functions. CEBIS now

incorporates a night mode, making it easier to read. There

is also now the option to switch off some automatic

functions and control these manually. These can be re-

engaged simply at the press of a button.

Using CEBIS, the operator can now set a reminder as to

when the knives need sharpening or the shearbar

adjusting after a set operating time has elapsed. On

foragers fitted with QUANTIMETER, a reminder can also

be set after a set yield quantity has been harvested.

A new quick attachment coupler means that all JAGUAR

800 models can use higher throughput header units from

the JAGUAR 900 range, including the heavy duty Pick Up

300 grass pick-up. 

From the intake, for which there is now the option of the

STOP ROCK detection system, the crop is fed into the

well proven V-CLASSIC chopping cylinder. For further crop

processing in addition to the INTENSIVE corn cracker, for

the JAGUAR 870 there is also the option of the higher

throughput MULTI CROP cracker.

The JAGUAR 800 range is powered by TIER 4i compliant

Mercedes engines fitted with an SCR catalytic converter. A

particular feature of these engines is their high torque at

low engine revs. Initial indications from pre-series

machines operating in the UK, are that users have been

able to achieve considerably higher throughputs and lower

fuel consumption compared to previous similar sized

JAGUAR 800 models. Fuel savings of 8 to 10 litres/hour

have been achieved when comparing the TIER 4i

machines to TIER 3 machines in the same field.

A new option on the highest powered JAGUAR 870 and

860 is DYNAMIC POWER. As the crop flow through the

forager varies, the power output is automatically varied

over an 11-step range from just 272hp up to 510hp on the

JAGUAR 860 or 598hp on the JAGUAR 870, which can

result in fuel savings of up to 10.6%.

New Products

CLAAS HarvesTimes / Winter 2013

10

New higher throughput JAGUAR 800 foragers

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbrEu-pD5Ac
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters
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To provide increased capacity and rapid hydraulic reaction

times, the JAGUAR 800 range also features a new

continuous high pressure, 210-bar hydraulic system using

larger diameter hydraulic lines.

In addition to OPTI FILL, which enables the spout to swivel

over a range of 225 degrees with automatic return to the

transport position, there is the option of AUTO FILL, which

uses a 3D camera to determine the trailer body

dimensions and fill depth to automatically control the

spout.

The JAGUAR 800 can be specified with the CLAAS GPS

PILOT automatic steering system, and for data recording

CEBIS can store up to 20 job records. Using CLAAS

TELEMATICS, a far wider range of machine setting and

operating data can be recorded and stored online, and

viewed using any web enabled device, allowing the forager

to be remotely monitored, daily productivity analysed and

overall seasonal performance data assessed.

The standard specification includes a larger 1000 litre

diesel tank and 130 litre Ad Blue® tank, with the option of

an additional 300 litre diesel tank. The comprehensive

lighting system includes the option of Xenon main lights,

plus there is an on-board 600 litre/minute 9.5 bar air

compressor and a 350 litre silage additive tank, with

application rate determined by either throughput, moisture

content or dry matter content.

In Cumbria, Stuart Nelson has been running a pre-series

510hp TIER 4i JAGUAR 860 in place of a 530hp JAGUAR

890, whilst Stuart and Graham Craik from Castle Douglas

in south west Scotland replaced their three-year old 458hp

JAGUAR 850 with a 400hp TIER 4i JAGUAR 840.

“Powerwise there is less horsepower, but output has been

higher and I reckon that we have been saving some six to

eight litres of fuel an hour, which more than covers the

added cost of Ad Blue,” states Stuart Craik. “Typically the

JAGUAR 850 would use 600 litres of fuel a day, but the

JAGUAR 840 is using nearer 500 litres, yet output is

higher.

Stuart Nelson reckons his daily outputs have risen by 16 to

20ha a day over the 2832ha of grass silage he has put

through the forager, enabling him to clear around 81ha a

day in grass compared to 72ha with the JAGUAR 890.

“The biggest difference for me is the overall performance

and saving in fuel,” he says. “With the JAGUAR 890 there

were days when we would struggle to last a day without

refilling, but with the 860 there is nearly always at least a

third of a tank left.”

For both, the change to Ad Blue, which only needs to be

topped up every third fuel fill, has not been an issue and

they have been impressed by the performance of the

Mercedes engine.

For Stuart Craik, it is on the hills where he has noticed the

greatest difference. “On one farm working alongside a

JAGUAR 850, the tractor drivers all commented that we

were going up the hills faster and that the 840 is far

quieter.”

“I also like the fact that you can run the forager at either

full or reduced revs and chopped at reduced revs all the

way through first and second cut without any difference in

performance. It is also noticeable that however hard you

work the JAGUAR, there is never a puff of smoke. It has

far more staying power than the 850.

“I have been particularly impressed by how well the

JAGUAR has gone in maize” adds Stuart Nelson. “CLAAS

promised me greater performance than my JAGUAR 890,

and they were right. The engine just seems to run that

much more freely. It’s very smooth and just hangs on so

well and bounces back quickly.”

An important feature for both Stuart Nelson and Craik is

the fact that the crop flow through the forager and the

chopping system remains unchanged.

“Having the heavy duty pick-up from the JAGUAR 900

range is a great improvement. It smooths the crop flow

and handles lumpy conditions better,” states Stuart

Nelson. “Another good improvement is putting a brake on

the chopping cylinder so it stops quicker.”

“The pick-up certainly follows the ground better,” agrees

Stuart Craik, “and the higher hydraulic pressure system

means that overall reaction time is far quicker. Also the

STOP ROCK stone detection has already more than paid

for itself due to the saving in damage to blades and

downtime re-setting them.”

New JAGUARs in the field

Pre-series user

Stuart Nelson Graham and Stuart Craik

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters
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The DISCO 3200
The new DISCO 3200F front mower replaces the popular

DISCO 3100, and is available either as a straight mower or

with a tined conditioner.

The DISCO 3200F has a working width of 3.0m and

incorporates the well proven PROFIL three-dimensional

ground contour following system that is totally

independent of the tractor, so ensuring a clean, even cut.

ACTIVE FLOAT is also available as an option, which allows

the mower’s ground pressure to be altered on the move,

enabling the mower suspension to be adapted to differing

terrain and conditions. 

New medium size tedders
Three additional models have now been added to the

LINER range, all of which feature the new MAX SPREAD

crop flow concept. 

The new VOLTO 900, 800 and 700 have working widths

that range from 6.70m up to 8.70m, making them ideal all-

round machines and offer a greatly improved spreading

pattern whilst also gently handling the crop.

Instead of straight spreading arms, the new MAX SPREAD

concept uses slightly angled arms to improve crop flow

through the tedder. As a result the spreading arms work

for 65% longer and the increase in pick-up rate results in

significantly higher working speeds. 

Compared with conventional spreading arms, the crop

flow runs between the rotors in a straight line which,

combined with a reduced PTO speed, is more gentle on

the crop. As a result of this linear flow through the tedding

rotors, this creates a greater space for the crop to pass

through, so helping increase throughput but also provides

a wider and more even spread pattern, similar to that from

a fertiliser spreader. 

New Products

CLAAS HarvesTimes / Winter 2013

Latest 
Green 
Harvest 
additions

For different crop conditions, the spreading angle can be

adjusted between 16° and 12°, without the use of tools

and a headland crop guard is also available as an option.

This can be folded down hydraulically where necessary.

The gearbox has continuous lubrication and is connected

via massive square tubes. Power is transmitted between

the rotors via the well proven, maintenance free

PERMALINK drive concept. The round spreading arms are

secured to the rotor plate and stabilised via an additional

support ring and are fitted with five-coil tines to provide

the necessary stability and flexibility.

Baler updates for 2014
For 2014, the QUADRANT 2200 ADVANTAGE will now be

available with a 2.35m wide pickup, and ROTO FEED (RF)

versions are now fitted with the high capacity rotor and the

TURBO FAN knotter cleaning system used on the larger

QUADRANT 3200. 

The VARIANT also benefits from a new 2.35m wide pick-

up. Another new feature is automatic chain tensioning and

the option of a centralised lubrication system to help keep

maintenance time to a minimum. The hydraulic

performance has also been increased, resulting in a 30%

increase in the bale discharge time and a bale moisture

sensor is also now optionally available, with the reading

displayed on the COMMUNICATOR 2 control terminal.

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesting


To meet the demands of operators who are expecting

more from their telescopic handler, both in lift capacity and

overall performance, CLAAS has introduced a new range

of six SCORPION telescopic handlers.

The new SCORPION range is split between two frame

sizes, large and small, with three models in each. All

models are built around a new chassis design that features

a very low pivot point for the telescopic arm, so the top of

the arm is flush with the body, for excellent stability and

unobstructed visibility.

The new SCORPION 9055 and 7055 can now lift 5.5

tonnes to a maximum lift height of 8.8m or 7.0m

respectively. The new arm geometry means that all models

now benefit from a very high breakaway force of 72kN and

a residual lift capacity of 2.0 tonnes.

To reduce shock loading and bounce, all the lift, tilt and

telescopic rams have end-of-travel damping and the arm

incorporates an automatic load stabilisation system that is

engaged/disengaged at road speeds above/below 7.0 kph.

Under the bonnet, the SCORPION is powered by a new

generation Deutz Tier 4i compliant engine. On the largest

9055 and 7055 models, a 4.1 litre engine develops 156hp

and is fitted with a DPF (diesel particulate filter) and DOC

(diesel oxidation catalyst). The other four models are

powered by a 122hp 3.6 litre engine with DOC only.

Clean air for the engine cooling is drawn in through the top

of the bonnet, channelled past the engine and vented out

through the rear of the bonnet, along with the exhaust

gasses.

The new SCORPION retains the well proven and highly

efficient VARIPOWER transmission. On the two largest

models, the VARIPOWER PLUS transmission is

complimented by the new SMART ROADING function,

whereby when the top speed is

reached, to save fuel the engine

speed is reduced to 1800rpm,

whilst on the smaller SCORPION

7044 it drops to 2000rpm.

All models feature a larger cab

with 5% more volume and 9%

greater width, with 8.5% more

glass for even better all-round

visibility. In the cab, the main

operating modes are displayed on

the right hand ‘A’ pillar and the

right hand dash and joystick have

been redesigned. The three

steering modes are now selected

using a rotary push switch and all

the switches are back-lit for night

work.

The new joystick can be used to select a total of 13

functions. A new feature is the choice between three

driving ranges: ‘Snail’ (0-7kph), ‘Tortoise’ (0-15kph) and

‘Hare’ (0-30/40kph).

All SCORPION models incorporate the SMART HANDLING

overload protection system. Four operating modes are

now available; Stack mode, vertical lift, manual mode and

bucket mode and in all modes the lowering speed is

automatically adjusted according to the load and angle. A

new function is ‘bucket return’ which enables the arm to

return to a pre-selected lift height at the press of a button.

The standard specification across all models includes a

high capacity, load-sensing hydraulic system, with a new

pressure release button for the third function on the side of

the swan neck. Up to nine work lights are available,

including LEDs, and in addition to extra storage space in

the cab, large frame SCORPION models also feature

lockable storage bins incorporated into the rear weights.

Higher capacity SCORPION
New Products
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➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1ypDP6Zpq0
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/telehandler


At Agritechnica CLAAS will be introducing the latest

additions to the EASY (Efficient Agriculture Systems) range

of precision farming tools.

CLAAS TELEMATICS – a new website and
app version
The TELEMATICS website has been given a fresh new

look, with a sophisticated design and an intuitive user

interface that is easy to navigate. Users can now access

detailed information from the individual applications much

quicker, visualise important data and calculate process-

related key figures. Furthermore, the new website offers

visitors a far greater number of functions, the most

important of which are APDI and TONI.

APDI (Automatic Process Data Interpretation) automatically

transfers customer-specific and surface-specific working

data from the machines to the CLAAS TELEMATICS server

without the driver needing to do anything. The server

prepares the data so that it can be recalled and used for

different purposes, such as record keeping on the office

PC, calculating costs or planning procedures for

contractors. 

TONI (TELEMATICS ON IMPLEMENT) allows users to

record, analyse and optimise the working data from both

the tractor and the implement. Farmers or farm

contractors will require an ISOBUS-enabled implement,

such as the QUADRANT square baler, in addition to a

TELEMATICS-enabled tractor. 

In future, users will also be able to use CLAAS

TELEMATICS on the move. CLAAS has developed an app

that runs on smartphones with an iOS or Android

operating system. The app can be used in basically the

same way as the new website and will be free of charge

for all CLAAS customers who use TELEMATICS. A free

demo version of the app is also available for all interested

customers to try out and learn to use the functions of

CLAAS TELEMATICS.

TELEMATICS is now available on LEXION and TUCANO

combines, JAGUAR 900 and 800 series foragers, XERION,

AXION 900/800 (from 2014), ARION 600/500 (from 2014)

and SCORPION.

New GPS control terminals
CLAAS will be introducing two new GPS steering control

terminals at AGRITECHNICA to replace the current S3

terminal.

The new S7 will in future be the standard control terminal

for all CLAAS steering systems and is designed for those

who only use the terminal for GPS steering. The S7

features a 7 inch

touchscreen and

supports all the driving

modes that CLAAS offers

and can be used with

either steering valve

technology or the GPS

PILOT FLEX steering

wheel.

The standard dual

frequency receiver for the different correction signals from

EGNOS to RTK is now integrated in the housing, which

means that antennas do not need to be repositioned when

switching to another correction signal. As standard the S7

works with EGNOS; OMNISTAR, BASELINE and RTK

corrections and GLONASS reception can be activated via

the terminal menu if desired.

In additional to all the above features, the new S10

terminal offers a number of additional functions and

features a considerably

larger 10.4 inch

touchscreen. This can be

used to display either

individual application

screens, one full-screen

image from a single

camera, three screens of

different applications, or all

four camera images at the

same time. 

In addition to using the S10 to operate the steering

systems, it can also be used to control ISOBUS

implements and connect up to four CLAAS PROFI CAM

cameras in parallel. Comprehensive reference line

management and SECTION VIEW are also available

(section width control display). The S10 can also be

enhanced to offer many other functions through the use of

additional modules.

AUTO TURN automatic headland control also features a

number of new functions. The adaptive AB contour, for

example, re-records existing AB contours in sections, such

as when travelling round obstacles. Another feature that

makes work easier is the favourites menu and users can

also design their own main menu and set it to show up to

eight of the functions they use the most. 
14
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http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013/new-product-developments/easy
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Pre-series user

For Nigel Pacey the priority for any GPS terminal is that it

should be clear and easy to use, and in this respect the

new CLAAS S10 terminal definitely meets with his

approval.

Nigel was offered the opportunity to test the new S10

terminal and PILOT FLEX steering system having bought a

new ARION 650 from Marsh, which is the main tractor on

the 400ha farmed by S Markillie & Son at Tydd St Mary

near Wisbeach. 

Nigel has been using steering systems for the last five

years, and in addition to the S10 and PILOT FLEX on the

ARION, which uses a CLAAS RTK signal from the mast at

Holbeach, he has two other

different systems on the

combine and sprayer.

“For me the priority for any

terminal is that it has to be self

explanatory and that you can

find, adjust and delete

information easily,” says Nigel.

“It has to be intuitive because if

it isn’t, I don’t want to be sat

wasting time trying to work out

how to get into menus and will

just turn it off.”

“The screen on the S10 is excellent. It’s nice and large and

the graphics are good and clear. Navigating through the

menus is straightforward and it’s easy to set up your A B

lines, or establish a curved line. Whilst I haven’t done so

yet, I also like the fact that I can plug the camera on the

potato harvester into it, as the S10’s screen will be far

better than the small monitor I currently use.”

Nigel adds that he has been extremely impressed with the

CLAAS RTK signal. He finds that the signal from the mast

at Holbeach hardly ever moves off 100%, giving him good

coverage, but if necessary he does have the option of

plenty of other masts, even as far away as Norfolk to

choose from. Using it in combination with the PILOT FLEX

steering system, he finds it holds its path extremely well,

and for the odd time that the signal does drop, it is quick

to recover.

New easy to use
S10 terminal

Nigel Pacey



TELEMATICS offers immediate, accurate data that we can

use for research within precision farming.”

“Ultimately, in the same way that we can create yield and

variable application maps, so we could create soil

cultivation zone maps, from which decisions can be made

about how you work those zones, define areas that may

be needed to be cultivated at a different depth and the

commercial cost of doing so.”

TELEMATICS records and saves output and fuel use data,

allowing you to potentially compare different types of

cultivator point, but also the ultimate method of cultivation,

whether it is better to go slower and wider, or even if one

type of cultivator is better suited than another.

The initial research work has been conducted using a

CLAAS ARION tractor equipped with TELEMATICS and

pulling a 3.0m wide Amazone Cenius cultivator that has

been fitted with a variable depth controller.

Initial trials on a medium loam fenland soil involved

cultivating for one hour at a working depth of 100mm and

then a second hour at 200mm. The deeper you go, the

greater the draught forces required, and the data from

TELEMATICS clearly showed the impact this had on

engine load, engine speed, forward speed and fuel

consumption, going from 25 litres/hour to 37 litres/hour for

the deeper cultivations.

“You could also potentially use soil zone maps in

conjunction with yield maps. On higher yielding parts of

the field, potentially the straw yield will also be higher, so

these areas could require deeper cultivations to bury the

straw, so you could define a set depth relative to crop

yield, controlled by the variable depth controller on the

cultivator.”

“By being able to alter cultivation depth relative to soil

requirements, this will not only help save fuel, but tractor

and operator performance will be increased, service and

operator costs reduced and machinery life increased.”

With red diesel currently at around 65ppl, needless

cultivations can prove expensive and have quite an impact

of variable costs. So what if you could achieve variable

cultivation depth according to soil requirements, similar to

variable seed or fertiliser rate applications?

A research project being carried out by SOYL with the aid

of CLAAS TELEMATICS is setting out to achieve just that.

The aim of the research project is to demonstrate the

benefit of automatically altering the optimum cultivation

depth as soil characteristics change across the field, and

the benefit this will have in terms of the draft forces

required, and as a consequence the fuel used.

“We are looking at helping the farmer understand and

identify areas where their cultivation costs are higher due

to cultivating deeper than is necessary, or because the soil

is too wet,” explains David Whattoff of SOYL, who was

awarded the IAgE (Institute of Agriculture Engineers) IVEL

Award at this year’s LAMMA Show for his work. 

“TELEMATICS is a very powerful tool, because it allows us

to record not only performance data from the tractor, such

as forward speed, engine speed and fuel

consumption, but also to georeference that data.

Variable cost saving
TELEMATICS
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David Whattoff

Telematics shows the
difference in engine
load, speed and fuel
consumption at 
100mm (top) and
200mm (bottom)

A fuel consumption map showing the uncultivated
headlands in green and compacted areas in red.

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013/new-product-developments/easy


New ISARIA nitrogen crop sensing
These measurements are then used to calculate the IRMI

vegetation index, which reflects the current nitrogen

supply to the crop. The ISARIA CROP SENSOR measures

the quantity of nitrogen which has already been absorbed

by the crop up to that point in time, compares this

measurement with the target value of the current EC stage

and then calculates the missing nutrient difference which

must be balanced.

In addition, crop density is measured using the IBI

biomass index. If the IBI falls below a particular threshold

value, due to drought or frost damage in the field, for

example, the spread rate in these subplots reverts to the

value defined by the farmer.

Experience shows that the yield over a field can fluctuate

greatly, so there is a risk of over- and under-fertilisation.

This is where the new ISARIA CROP SENSOR utilises the

map-overlay process. In addition to the actual and

calculated N supply, this process considers the yield

potential, to ensure application of the optimum plot-

specific spread rate in kg/ha or l/ha. Amongst other things,

the CLAAS yield mapping data can be used to calculate

the yield potential.

The ISARIA CROP SENSOR documents all fertilisation

measures, which are listed in the field record in the form of

an application map and can be used for further

processing, such as comparison with the yield map.

The new ISARIA CROP SENSOR is currently the only

ISOBUS-compatible N sensor on the market. It is operated

via the CEBIS MOBILE or other ISOBUS-compatible

control terminals. The ISOBUS communication standard

permits the use of only one control terminal for the crop

sensor and implement. 
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CLAAS has extended its range of precision farming

equipment with the introduction of the new ISARIA CROP

SENSOR. Mounted on the front of the tractor, the CROP

SENSOR takes a real-time measurement of the crop’s

nitrogen requirement, which is then used to automatically

alter the fertiliser spreading rate accordingly.

The new ISARIA CROP SENSOR automatically calculates

the nitrogen requirement of the crop while driving, and

does not need to be manually calibrated unlike other

systems. The CLAAS CROP SENSOR is also unique in

that it is the only sensor on the market that is ISOBUS

compatible.

As with the CLAAS Yield Mapping service, this new crop

sensing system will be fully supported in the UK by the

CLAAS Precision Farming partner, SOYL.

The CROP SENSOR can be quickly and easily fitted by

one person. Being mounted on the front of the tractor, the

crop sensor is further from the spreader and therefore

more accurate. Also by measuring vertically instead of at

an angle, accuracy is further aided.

The CROP SENSOR uses two sensor heads fitted on the

right and left of a carrier frame, 80 cm above the crop. The

sensor heads incorporate four high-performance sensor

LEDs so that the CROP SENSOR can be used by day and

night, plus an optical sensor and a distance sensor. 

Using biomass reflection as the measure for crop analysis,

working over a 50cm diameter area, up to 800

measurements of the light reflected by the crop are taken

every second.

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/fascination-claas/special-topics/agritechnica-2013/new-product-developments/easy
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/easy
http://video-uk.claas.com/#top
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Ashley Greenall has been amazed by the CEMOS

AUTOMATIC fitted to his new LEXION 770TT and the

increased performance he has achieved, especially in

oilseed rape which, he says, was incredible.

The new LEXION 770TT is one of two bought through

Manns for this season by Gilston Crop Management, both

equipped with 12 metre VARIO cutterbars. 

Maintaining a consistent average throughput of 70 to 80

tonnes per hour, between them the two new LEXIONs

have comfortably been clearing between 120 -140ha a

day, working at a steady rate of about 7.0kph.

“With just two combines to harvest 2,600ha, the drivers

work long hours, so opting for CEMOS AUTOMATIC helps

take the pressure off them and enables them get the best

out of the combines” explains farm manager Gordon

Paice. “But we have been amazed by how well they have

gone, the whole package has been brilliant.”

Whilst he takes great pride in trying to achieve the best

possible sample, Ashley is the first to admit that like any

other driver he probably does not alter the settings as

often as he should.

“CEMOS AUTOMATIC is constantly altering the settings

and shows how much variation there is in the field. Like

most operators I have my tried and tested settings, but it

also demonstrates that I am, if anything, too conservative

in my settings.”

“Some of the changes it makes are quite drastic. For

instance some of the wind speeds it was using in oilseed

rape were far higher than I would ever use. At first I was

worried that it was not working properly and keep getting

out to have a look. But it does a fantastic job and now I

don’t worry if I see it trying an odd setting. It is interesting

to see what settings can work which I normally would not

have tried.”

“Generally I find that

the ‘Balanced’ mode

provides the best

combination of a

good sample with

hardly any losses

and good fuel

economy. CEMOS

AUTOMATIC worked

especially well in

oilseed rape – it was

flawless but overall

we have never seen

such low losses and

rotor losses have

been virtually non-existent.”

Ashley says that having CEMOS AUTOMATIC has certainly

made him think about his settings and maybe being more

aggressive, and has changed the way that he drives.

He adds that CEMOS AUTOMATIC is certainly no

replacement for a good operator, but is an extra tool to

enable them to achieve the best performance from the

combine. However, for an inexperienced operator, CEMOS

AUTOMATIC will certainly enable them to achieve a higher

quality sample and outputs than they might otherwise.

“For me, the combination of CRUISE PILOT and CEMOS

AUTOMATIC has certainly made my life far easier and

taken a lot of the stress out of the job. They are tools that

enable me to get the best out of the combine, maintain

high outputs yet achieve the best possible grain quality

with hardly any losses.”

“It is certainly noticeable how economic the LEXION 770

is,” he says. “In 10 tonne wheat crops at 80% engine load,

CEBIS shows it’s averaging 20 litres/hectare and at times

far less than that. For me, one of the biggest changes is

the higher hydraulic reaction speed which means it’s far

quicker to get into the crop, which cuts headland turning

time. Also the CMOTION control is very easy to use and

the new cooling (DYNAMIC COOLING) is amazing.”

CEMOS AUTOMATIC aids output

Ashley Greenall

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/easy/machine-optimisation/cemos-automatic
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZXrCN7iB2Y


In addition to being the headquarters of Irish horse racing

and famous for its racecourse, the Curragh is also home to

over 1200 racehorses and boasts some of the best training

facilities in the world.

Adjoining the racecourse there are over 560ha of world

class training facilities that are used not only by resident

trainers, but are open to any trainer in Ireland, and

regularly used to train some of the best race horses in

Ireland. In addition to 70 miles of turf and 12 miles of peat

gallops, there are eight all-weather gallops with a range of

different surfaces, giving trainers plenty of variety to tailor

training schedules to individual horses needs.

The facilities are open 365 days of the year and

responsible for their contract maintenance is the Keatley

family of Curragh Equine Groundcare Ltd (CEG) and the

company’s ‘stable’ of Renault and CLAAS tractors, which

are out every day ensuring the high standard is

maintained.

“The gallops open at 7.00am and every half hour during

the morning each all-weather gallop is closed so that we

can level them and maintain a consistent surface and

profile,” explains Peter, whose also builds gallops and

arenas for stables throughout Ireland.

“By the end of the morning session, each tractor will have

done about 15 miles. They will then spend the afternoon

doing general maintenance work around the training

grounds or for individual trainers.”

The latest tractors to join the fleet are an ARION 630 T4i

and a 610C, plus an AXOS 340CX and SCORPION 7040,

which were bought in the summer. In all, CEG run eight

Renaults or CLAAS tractors, plus the racecourse itself has

a further eight, and such is the workload that the ARION

630, which was the last tractor to be delivered, has already

done 500 hours.

The two main all-weather gallops are one and a half miles

long and in addition to five woodchip gallops, there are

two sand-and-fibre gallops and a polytrack gallop. 

Whilst the Parmiter harrows and water ballasted flat rolls

used on the woodchip gallops do not require much power,

the new TIER 4i ARION 630CIS, which has a maximum

power output of 165hp, is used with a Cousins Triple K

Gallopmaster in the morning. Then in the afternoon it will

go back over the sand and polytrack gallops with a set of

4.0m wide spikes working at 25cm to fully stir up the

gallop for a consistent profile to avoid jarring the horses’

legs.

Also new this year is a SCORPION 7040 which, says Peter,

probably does more work than anything as it is always on

the go. In addition to doing general handling work around

the racecourse and training grounds, the SCORPION is

regularly used by trainers around the Curragh for offloading

lorry loads of hay that come in from the UK or for emptying

their dung pits.

“Our first CLAAS was an ARES 815 bought in 2005,”

explains Peter. “The sales, service and support offered by

our dealer, Alan Douglas, is superb and very important to

us. For these latest tractors, he and Chris McHenery from

CLAAS Finance were able to provide a complete finance,

warranty and service package, which means we know

exactly what our costs will be for the next three years,

when the tractors will probably be renewed.” 
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ARION on course
➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/tractors/arion650-600-500
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngIhqWDWwzc
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A major highlight of the CLAAS 100 Years celebrations

was the worldwide CLAAS Family Day which was held on

September 7th. 

The family ethos runs deep within CLAAS, and a highlight

of the day was the coming together of the company

throughout the world via a live video link, connecting

CLAAS at Saxham with 18 other CLAAS sites around the

world including the 15,000 who had gathered at the

CLAAS headquarters at Harsewinkel in Germany.

Entertainment at the Saxham Family Day included a

funfair, complete with a Ferris wheel, and a display of

vintage and modern CLAAS machinery. And as part of its

commitment to other local businesses, all the food and

drink was sourced from local producers, including the Old

Cannon Brewery and Giffords Hall Vineyard, both from

Bury St Edmunds. 

The World comes to Saxham
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Centenary mural
CLAAS UK each year support the Rainbow Ward at the

West Suffolk Hospital and as part of the 100 Years Family

Day, a treasure hunt was organised where children had to

find goodies to help create a large 2.0 metre mural for the

ward. A raffle was also held on the day, which raised an

additional £500 for the hospital. 

Trevor Tyrrell with Rainbow Ward patient Billy Hatt and the Family Day mural (right)



100 Year Celebrations
CLAAS classic and vintage machinery has been much in

evidence at agricultural shows and events this summer, no

more so than at the New Deer Show at Turriff in

Aberdeenshire and the De Courcey Vintage & Classic Club

working day near Kinsale in Co. Cork.

At the New Deer Show, Brian Penny of Sellars managed to

get together an amazing 114 items of CLAAS machinery,

which is probably one of the largest gatherings there has

ever been of historic CLAAS machinery.

The display included over 30 CLAAS combines ranging in

age from a 1958 CLAAS SF that is still used by its owner,

Jim Forrester, through to the latest LEXION 780TT which

was new for this year’s harvest.

The De Courcey Classic & Vintage Club working day was

the highlight of the CLAAS 100 Years celebration in Ireland

and again saw a massive gathering of CLAAS machinery

and the opportunity to see many of them working.

One of the highlights was seeing one of the first ever

CLAAS SUPER combines to be sold in Ireland in 1950,

fully restored and in full working order. It was

being put through it paces in the harvesting

area alongside an extensive selection of old

SFs, EUROPAs, SENATORs, MATADORs and

DOMINATORs.

The day culminated in a charity auction which

included a copy of the CLAAS 100 Years of

Harvesting Excellence book, which had been

personally signed by Helmut Claas for the

occasion, and was eventually sold for an

amazing €3200! 
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Classic CLAAS combines working at the De Courcey Working Day (inset

left)

The impressive line up of CLAAS machinery at the New Deer Show

(main picture)

General News

➲Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V29lPF0Oybg
http://100.claas.com/en
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Most of us think it’s inconvenient having the odd tree or

telegraph pole in a field.

Not so in the Punjab in India, where it’s common practice

to grow wheat and other crops between rows of poplar

trees, the reason being that this mixed planting retains

water more effectively and avoids soil erosion.

Of course it’s not without its problems, least of all how you

harvest the crops because most combines and cutterbars

are too large. Enter the CLAAS CROP TIGER. Originally

designed for harvesting crops like rice, this is the perfect

size for such a job on account of its diminutive size.

Another important market for the CROP TIGER in India is

harvesting mustard seed, which is mainly grown in the

northern states of Rajastan and Haryana. India accounts

for 22% of the world’s entire area of mustard and rape and

produces 10.7% of the total world crop.

China is one of the largest and fastest growing machinery

markets in Asia, driven by a change to a more

westernised, meat based diet.

CLAAS has been active in China for many years, and last

year established a specific trading company based in

Beijing. To meet the increased machinery demands that

this rapidly growing market is generating, CLAAS has

acquired a majority shareholding in the Chinese

agricultural machinery manufacturer, Shandong Jinyee

Machinery Manufacture Co. Ltd. (Jinyee). 

“China is the largest and fastest-growing market for

agricultural engineering in Asia. By acquiring the majority

share in Jinyee, we are creating local production capacity

for machines aimed at the Chinese market,” explains Dr.

Theo Freye, the spokesperson for CLAAS management.

“Through expanding our product range, we anticipate

creating impetus for growth for CLAAS in other markets

and CLAAS locations. We have production plants in the

Western and Central European markets, as well as in the

USA, Russia and India. Purchasing a production plant in

China is another step towards Asia – a step that fits in with

our long-term focus on this area.”

Jinyee produces various harvesting machines, mainly for

harvesting maize and wheat, at two main sites in Gaomi

and Daqing. Each of the sites lies right in the heart of a

main agricultural region – one in Central China and the

other in North-Eastern China. 

Jinyee was founded in 1958 and is based in the city of

Gaomi, between Beijing and Shanghai in the province of

Shandong. The company last year had sales of around

€70 million and currently employs more than 1000 people

and has a comprehensive sales and service network in

Central and Northern China.

CLAAS expands in China

The main crops grown in China are rice, maize, wheat

and soya. At around 275 million tonnes, China accounts

for 25% of world maize production, whilst the 120 million

tonnes of wheat grown is roughly equivalent to the

amount produced by the 27 member states of the

European Union.

Global    News
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Expanded student placement opportunities

The CLAAS UK 2013/14 placement students: William Boulton, William Cartmell, Alan

Forde, Georgina Garner, Chris Gateley, Ben Griffiths, Serda Gurtmeredov, Sebastian

Hopfensperger, Owen Lloyd, Christian Matthews, Harry Milner, George Neville, Tristan

Parish, Ian Prowse, Daniel Robertson, Euan Robertson, Joe Robinson, Daniel Suckling,

Tom Turner, Peter Verhoeven, Oliver Wood and Ross Woods.

CLAAS UK has considerably expanded its student

placement year programme with Harper Adams University

(HAU), both in the number of positions offered, but also

opening it to students from other universities. 

In total, 20 placement students have been recruited for

2013/14, and whilst the majority are from HAU, they have

been joined by students from the universities of

Nottingham, Loughborough and Northumbria as well as

one from Germany.

For the first time 15 of these placement students will be

working within Claas dealerships throughout England, 10

supporting CLAAS tractors and telescopic handlers and

five working in after-sales. A further five will be working in

IT, sales, marketing, parts and training roles at the CUK

headquarters at Saxham.

The students will be with CLAAS UK for up to 15 months,

by which time they will have gained valuable experience

that will provide a sound basis for future employment and

the potential opportunity to join the CLAAS management

trainee programme upon completion of their studies. 

General news

Happy Birthday
A birthday is not a birthday without a cake, especially

when you reach 100!

CLAAS customer Hugh Mason of Maurice Mason Ltd very

kindly presented us with a special cake at the Precision

Farming conference at Harper Adams, which was made

using his Mr Hugh’s cold pressed rapeseed oil, harvested

by their two LEXION combines Clarence and Edi!

Hamper winners
Congratulations to the following CLAAS customers

who all won a hamper of fine french wines in our

recent ARION tractor draw.

Andrew Graham (Rickerby) 

Chris Strainge (Mill Engineers) 

David Wilson (Gordons) 

Ross Crawford (Erwin) 

Lord Alisdair Colyton (Sellars) 

Arnold Mathers (Tait) 

Paul Hodges (Vaughan Agri) 

Geraint Davies (Riverlea) 

Richard Moore (Manns) 

Stuart Kilby (Southern Harvesters)
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Graduation ceremonies were recently held for the 17

students from Reaseheath College in Cheshire and SRUC

Barony Campus near Dumfries who have completed their

four-year CLAAS apprenticeship, gaining a National

Diploma in Land Based Technology, plus advanced

technical and industry certificates.

During their four year apprenticeship, in addition to time

spent at college the students also worked at the CLAAS

Group headquarters in Harsewinkel, Germany and the

CLAAS UK headquarters at Saxham, Suffolk. This gave

them an opportunity to feel the size and scale of the global

business, which has 14 plants throughout the world and

employs over 9,500 people.

Having qualified, the young technicians will now have

access to training and development pathways aligned to

the Landbased Technicians Accreditation (LTA) Scheme

that will enable them to further their skills base. At the start

of their apprenticeship, the students enrolled at LTA level

1. Having completed their course, they are now eligible for

LTA2 (service engineer) and with further dealer experience

and CLAAS training, they will have the opportunity to

reach LTA 3 (Master Mechanic) or even LTA 4 (Master

Technician) status.

CLAAS is the only major agricultural machinery

manufacturer to offer a specific apprenticeship course

based in Scotland and the value of having this course is

more than evident in the number of students it attracts

from Scotland, the north of England and Ireland.

This autumn also saw the latest intake of 17 students take

the first step in their apprenticeship programme. A total of

eight students have joined the Reaseheath course along

with a further nine at Barony, including two from the

Republic of Ireland.

CLAAS apprentices – the year of 2013

Barony graduates: Daniel Brown (Rickerby), Ross Fisher (Rickerby), Andrew Hamilton

(Gordons), Mark Laidlaw (Rickerby), Christopher Law (Gordons), David McAuley (Sellars),

Jack Phillips (Rickerby) and Jonathan Robinson (Rickerby).

Reaseheath graduates: Jack Ashton (Marsh), James Burton (Kirby), William Honey

(Olivers), Tom Jackson (Marsh), Daniel Jenkin (Hamblys), Tom Lambert (Marsh), Glenn

Michie (Olivers), Timothy Nicholls (Southern Harvesters) and Tom Thomas (R & G

Williams)

Barony Intake: Lewis Allan (Rickerby), Grant Gordon (Sellars), Adam Grant (Rickerby),

Eoin Hickey (Alan Douglas), Jonathon Lough (Rickerby), Thomas Perfect (Rickerby),

Connor Saunders (Gordons), Keiran Stewart (Sellars) and Emmet Wickham (Kelly’s) with

Dealer and Barony representatives.

Reaseheath intake: Matthew Ackerley (Seward), William Beacock (Marsh), Lewis Garrett

(Manns), Callum Gregory (Marsh), Charlie Holland (Manns), Charles Izod (Mill Engineers),

Steven James (Morris Corfield) and Alex Yeates (Harold R Johns).


